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1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 
Claims 1-8, drawn to a boneless sliced meat product, classified in class 426, 

subclass 641. 

Claims 9-13, drawn to a spit assembly, classified in class 99, subclass 419. 

2. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because: 

3. Inventions II and I are related as apparatus and product made. The inventions in 
this relationship are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1 ) that the 
apparatus as claimed is not an obvious apparatus for making the product and the 
apparatus can be used for making a different product or (2) that the product as claimed 
can be made by another and materially different apparatus (MPEP§806, 05(g)). In this 
case the apparatus as claimed can be used to make a materially different product, e.g. 
a roasted chicken. 

4. Inventions fandlare related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be 
practiced by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as 
claimed can be used to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP§ 
806.05(e)). In this case the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice sMfi another 
and materially different process, e.g. a process of roasting a chicken, 

5. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 
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6. During a telephone conversation with IVIr. Johnson on February 6, 2004 a 
provisional election was made with traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I, 
claims 1-8. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this 
Office action. Claims 9-13 stand withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 
37 CFR 1 .142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

7. Claim 2 is objected to because of the following informalities: In claim 2, line 1, 
"being" should be changed to "Is". Appropriate correction is required. 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

9. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Logan (5, 030,472). 

Logan discloses applicant's claimed product and process for making. The 
method limitations in applicant's product claims 1-7 are entitled to no patentable weight 
since they do not further limit the meat product itself. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Arthur Corbin whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1399. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Friday from 10:30 am to 
8:00 pm. 
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if attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Milton Cano can be reached on (571) 272-1398. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this appiication or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
0987 



A. Corbin/af 
February 9, 2004 
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